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In the novelty examination carried out, document EP A2 0795880 (H01C 17/242, Matsushita Electric 
Industrial Co., Lts.) is come up. From this document an earlier film resistor structure is known which is 
used as a surge protector, for example, and which complies with claim 1 of the present application; see 
the abstracct of the document, for example. In the embodiment presented by the abstract, a resistor is 
consisting of two parts coupled in series, the first part thereof (lines 14 and bridges 15) being for rough 
trimming of the resistor and the second part thereof (lines 13 and 17 and bridges 16) being for final 
precise trimming of the resistor. It is obvious for a person skilled in the art that a resistor may consist of 
only one resistor unit. In the embodiment, the rough trimming is made by cutting line parts, definitely. 

The embodiments of the invention presented in claims 2 to 5 seem to be obvious solutions with no 
inventive step. 

So, the invention defined by the claims seem to be essentially known from the above document, and the 
requirements for patentability are not fullfilled. 
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This is certified as a true and correct English translation of the original specification, 
claims, abstract and drawings of the Finnish Patent Application No. 980905 filed on 
24 April 1998. 



Oulu, 13 October 2000 
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Patent Agent 
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